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  Gathering   
 

OPENING HYMN         2 – Savior of the Nations, Come 
         

 

 

INVOCATION 
Minister In the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

Congregation    Amen. 

Order of Service for  

FOURTH SUNDAY IN ADVENT 
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CONFESSION OF SINS 
 
M Beloved in the Lord:  Let us draw near with a true heart an confess our sins to God our 

Father, asking him in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ to grant us forgiveness. 

 
C Holy and merciful Father, I confess that I am by nature sinful and that I have disobeyed 

you in my thoughts, words, and actions.  I have done what is evil and failed to do what is 

good. For this I deserve Your punishment both now and in eternity. But I am truly 

sorry for my sins, and trusting in my Savior Jesus Christ, I pray: Lord have mercy on 

me a sinner. 

 

LORD HAVE MERCY (Kyrie) 
 

 

 
 

 

ABSOLUTION 
 
M God, our heavenly Father, has been merciful to us and has given His only Son to be the 

atoning sacrifice for our sins.  Therefore, as a called servant of Christ and by his authority, I 

forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father, and of the + Son, and of the Holy Spirit.  

C   Amen. 

 

 

PRAYER OF THE DAY 
 

M The Lord be with you. 

C And also with you. 

 

M   Let us pray.  Stir up your power, O Lord, and come.  Take away the burden of our sins and 

make us ready for the celebration of your birth, that we may receive you in joy and serve you 

always; for you live and reign with the Father and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 
C   Amen. 
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  The Word   
 

FIRST LESSON    2 Samuel 7:8-16 
God promises David that he will establish an everlasting kingdom for him. 

 
2 SAMUEL 7:8 “Now then, tell my servant David, ‘This is what the LORD Almighty says: I took 

you from the pasture and from following the flock to be ruler over my people Israel. 9 I have been 

with you wherever you have gone, and I have cut off all your enemies from before you. Now I 

will make your name great, like the names of the greatest men of the earth. 10 And I will provide a 

place for my people Israel and will plant them so that they can have a home of their own and no 

longer be disturbed. Wicked people will not oppress them anymore, as they did at the beginning 
11 and have done ever since the time I appointed leaders over my people Israel. I will also give 

you rest from all your enemies.  

       “‘The LORD declares to you that the LORD himself will establish a house for you: 12 When 

your days are over and you rest with your fathers, I will raise up your offspring to succeed you, 

who will come from your own body, and I will establish his kingdom. 13 He is the one who will 

build a house for my Name, and I will establish the throne of his kingdom forever. 14 I will be his 

father, and he will be my son. When he does wrong, I will punish him with the rod of men, with 

floggings inflicted by men. 15 But my love will never be taken away from him, as I took it away 

from Saul, whom I removed from before you. 16 Your house and your kingdom will endure 

forever before me; your throne will be established forever.’” 

 

SECOND LESSON         Romans 16:25-27 
Paul proclaims the gospel of Jesus Christ, a long hidden mystery now revealed. 

 

ROMANS 16:25 Now to him who is able to establish you by my gospel and the proclamation of 

Jesus Christ, according to the revelation of the mystery hidden for long ages past, 26 but now 

revealed and made known through the prophetic writings by the command of the eternal God, so 

that all nations might believe and obey him— 27 to the only wise God be glory forever through 

Jesus Christ! Amen. 

 
 
GOSPEL ACCLAMATION 
After the announcement of the Gospel the congregation responds: 
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GOSPEL   Luke 1:26-38 
Through the angel Gabriel God announces that Mary will give birth to the one who will establish the kingdom 

of David forever. 
 

LUKE 1:26 In the sixth month, God sent the angel Gabriel to Nazareth, a town in Galilee, 27 to a 

virgin pledged to be married to a man named Joseph, a descendant of David. The virgin’s name 

was Mary. 28 The angel went to her and said, “Greetings, you who are highly favored! The Lord is 

with you.”  

 2 9Mary was greatly troubled at his words and wondered what kind of greeting this might be. 
30 But the angel said to her, “Do not be afraid, Mary, you have found favor with God. 31 You will 

be with child and give birth to a son, and you are to give him the name Jesus. 32 He will be great 

and will be called the Son of the Most High. The Lord God will give him the throne of his father 

David, 33 and he will reign over the house of Jacob forever; his kingdom will never end.”  

 34  “How will this be,” Mary asked the angel, “since I am a virgin?”  

 35 The angel answered, “The Holy Spirit will come upon you, and the power of the Most 

High will overshadow you. So the holy one to be born will be called the Son of God. 36 Even 

Elizabeth your relative is going to have a child in her old age, and she who was said to be barren 

is in her sixth month. 37 For nothing is impossible with God.”  

 38  “I am the Lord’s servant,” Mary answered. “May it be to me as you have said.” Then the 

angel left her. 

 

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION 
After the reading of the Gospel the congregation responds: 
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CONFESSION OF FAITH                                          The Nicene Creed 
 

 

 
C We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, 

   maker of heaven and earth, 

   of all that is, seen and unseen. 

 

 We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God, 

   eternally begotten of the Father, 

   God from God, Light from Light, true God from true God, 

   begotten, not made, 

   of one being with the Father. 

          Through him all things were made. 

          For us and for our salvation, he came down from heaven, 

   was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the virgin Mary, 

   and became fully human. 

          For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate. 

          He suffered death and was buried, 

         On the third day he rose again in accordance with the Scriptures. 

          He ascended into heaven 

   and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 

          He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, 

   and his kingdom will have no end. 

 

 We believe in the Holy Spirit, 

   the Lord, the giver of life, 

   who proceeds from the Father and the Son, 

   who in unity with the Father and the Son is worshiped and glorified, 

   who has spoken through the prophets. 

           We believe in one holy Christian and apostolic Church. 

           We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. 

           We look for the resurrection of the dead 

   and the life of the world to come.   Amen. 
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HYMN OF THE DAY   23 – Oh, Come, Oh, Come, Emmanuel 
         23 – Oh, Come, Oh, Come, Emmanuel 

 
 

 

  Sermon   
2 Samuel 7:8-16 

 

Company’s Coming… Waiting on the Threshold 
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  Praise and Prayers   

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

OFFERING ANNOUCEMENT and MUSICAL OFFERTORY 
Offerings can be placed in the plate near the entrance to the sanctuary or one can give online or with our GivePlus app.  
Please “check in” online.  The “Connection Card” tab is on the bottom of any page of our website: calvarydallas.org. 
 

 

PRAYER OF THE CHURCH 
 

In peace, let us pray to the Lord: Lord, have mercy. 

 

Brief silence 

 

In thanksgiving to God for the favor shown us in Christ and His incarnation; for faith to believe 

that nothing is impossible with Him; and that everything would be to us according to the Word of 

the Most High, let us pray to the Lord: Lord, have mercy. 



- 9 - 

For faithful preachers of Your Gospel to bring about the obedience of faith by the mystery of 

Christ now revealed in the prophetic and apostolic Scriptures; for our Synod president, district 

president, and circuit pastor; and for the Holy Christian Church, that God would strengthen it in 

every place, let us pray to the Lord: Lord, have mercy. 

 

For our nation, its president, all legislators and judges, and those newly elected to serve, that God 

would preserve their lives and guide their actions for the good of our people; for peace among the 

nations of the earth, and that God would preserve us from pestilence and famine, war and 

bloodshed, sedition, rebellion and every evil, let us pray to the Lord: Lord, have mercy. 

 

For all women with child and all mothers with infant children, that God would grant them 

increasing happiness in their blessings; for the lonely, the depressed and the despairing; for the 

sick, the anxious and the dying [especially…]; and for those who mourn [the death of…], that 

they would take comfort in the resurrection, let us pray to the Lord: Lord, have mercy. 

 

For all who receive Christ’s holy body and precious blood today, that they may eat and drink it in 

repentance and faith and in the unity of a true confession; and for a love and desire for the blessed 

Sacrament this Christmas, let us pray to the Lord: Lord, have mercy. 

 

O Most High, we give You thanks for Your Son, our Lord Jesus Christ, who is the Key of David 

and the scepter of the house of Israel. By His death, He has opened the kingdom of heaven and 

closed the gates of hell for all who trust in Him. By His resurrection, He has rescued the prisoners 

who sat in darkness and in the shadow of death. Grant that, as we recall with thanksgiving His 

advent in the flesh, we may always confess Him and remain watchful for His advent in glory at 

the Last Day; through the same Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You 

and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen. 

 

 
THE LORD’S PRAYER  
 

C Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, your kingdom come, your will be done 

on earth as in heaven.  Give us today our daily bread.  Forgive us our sins, as we forgive 

those who sin against us.  Lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.  For the 

kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours now and forever.  Amen. 

 
 

WORDS OF INSTITUTION 
 

M Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night he was betrayed, took bread; and when he had given 

thanks, he broke it and gave it to his disciples, saying, “Take and eat; this is my body, which 

is given for you.  Do this in remembrance of me. 
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 Then he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it to them, saying, “Drink from it, all of you; this 

is my blood of the new covenant, which is poured out for you for the forgiveness of sins.  Do 

this, as often as you drink it, in remembrance of me.” 

 

M The peace of the Lord be with you always.  

C Amen. 

 

 

DISTRIBUTION HYMN 24 – The Angel Gabriel from Heaven Came 
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PRAYER AND BLESSING 
 
M O God the Father, source of all goodness, in your loving kindness you sent your Son to share 

our humanity. We thank you that through him you have given us pardon and peace in this 

sacrament. We also pray that you will not forsake us but will rule our hearts and minds by 

your Holy Spirit so that we willingly serve you day after day, through Jesus Christ, our Lord, 

who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

C  Amen. 

 

M The Lord bless you and keep you. 

The Lord make his face shine on you and be gracious to you. 

 The Lord look on you with favor and (+) give you peace. 

C Amen. 

 
CLOSING HYMN  21 – Hosanna to the Coming Lord 
 

 
 

After worship, please feel free to greet your neighbors OUTSIDE,  

keeping in mind the social distancing recommendations of six feet spacing. 
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